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We acknowledge and 
respect the Lək̓ʷəŋən 
(Songhees and Esquimalt) 
Peoples on whose territory 
the university stands, and 
the Lək̓ʷəŋən and WSÁNEĆ 
Peoples whose historical 
relationships with the land 
continue to this day.



HOUSEKEEPING RULES

To protect your personal information and privacy, 
we ask that you keep yourself muted and your 
video off throughout the session. Please do not 
share your personal information in the public chat 
function.

Please add your general questions in the chat 
towards the end of the presentation.



DISCLAIMER
• This session provides general information.
• Information shared in this session is current as we 

speak and may be subject to change without notice.
• Please do not cite any of this information in an 

application. 
• Refer to Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 

Canada's (IRCC) website for the most up-to-date 
information at the time of applying. 

*This session is not intended for degree seeking students from UVic 
Undergraduate or Graduate Programs. Email icsinfo@uvic.ca or 
gsbimmigration@uvic.ca for help.*

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation.html
mailto:icsinfo@uvic.ca
mailto:gsbimmigration@uvic.ca


AGENDA

• What is a Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP)?

• Who is eligible for a PGWP?

• Continuing Studies Definitions & PGWP Eligibility

• PGWP Validity

• COVID-19 Considerations

• Making an online PGWP application

• IRCC and employment resources

• FAQs



DIVISION OF CONTINUING STUDIES (DCS)

Division of Continuing Studies, International Student Advisor

Continuing Studies is a Division of UVic.  We fall under the same 
DLI number as Uvic and offer non-credit certificate, diploma and 
professional development programs.

As a Regulated International Student Immigration Advisor (RISIA), 
I can assist students in the DCS with Immigration advice related 
to study permits, TRV’s and current immigration programs 
related to study permits.



CASE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS?

If you have case specific questions, you can email me 
after the session:

• uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca

If you have program specific questions, please email:

• BMT@uvic.ca 

mailto:uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca
mailto:BMT@uvic.ca


WHAT IS A PGWP?

• An open work permit 
• Allows you to gain Canadian work 

experience after graduation (e.g., 
full-time, part-time, self-
employment)

• Possible occupational restrictions 
(e.g. health care, 
primary/secondary school, 
childcare)

• Can only be issued once per 
lifetime

A PGWP IS…



WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR A PGWP?

Some PGWP Criteria:
 Complete an eligible program in Canada that’s at least 

8-month in length 
 Continuous full-time enrollment in your regular 

academic sessions except for authorized Leave of 
Absence or final term

 If distance learning is allowed, it must not exceed 50% 
of your program

If applying from inside Canada, please ensure you have a 
valid study permit at the time you apply. 

See full eligibility details

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare-arrival/study-permit-conditions.html#s01.1
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare-arrival/study-permit-conditions.html#s01.1
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility.html


DCS DEFINITIONS & PGWP ELIGIBILITY

Full-time Definitions at DCS
• 3 courses per term, of at least 36 hours per course

Regular Academic Sessions 
• Fall session (September to December)
• Winter session (January – April)
• Summer session (May to August) (if first study term)

Summer Scheduled Breaks
(This does not apply if the summer session is your first or last 
study term.)



POST-GRADUATION WORK PERMIT VALIDITY

A PGWP can be granted for a minimum of 8 months to a 
maximum of 3 years.
 8 months to <2 years = the length of the program 

completed 
 2 years or longer = 3 years

Refer to the IRCC website for processing guidelines.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/study-permits/post-graduation-work-permit-program.html#s27


COVID-19 SPECIAL MEASURES



FACILITATION MEASURES: 
PART-TIME STATUS

• Students in Canada or outside of Canada may have been 
required to put their studies on hold or become part-time 
students due to course cancellations that were the result of 
public health measures at DLIs. 
• For the winter, spring and summer semesters of 2020 only 

(that is, between January 1, 2020, and August 31, 2020), if a 
student’s status changed from full-time to part-time because 
of changes in course delivery at a DLI, their eligibility for a 
PGWP will not be impacted.



FULL FACILITATION MEASURES: 
DISTANCE LEARNING

• All students who were enrolled in PGWP-eligible 
programs in March 2020, or who started a program of 
study between March 2020 and August 31, 2022, are 
not required to complete 50% of their program (or 
programs) of study in Canada.
• Up to 100% of their program can be completed online 

from outside Canada.
• For the above group of students, up until August 31, 

2024, time spent studying outside of Canada can be 
counted toward the overall length of the PGWP.



REDUCED FACILITATION MEASURES: 
DISTANCE LEARNING

All students who started or will start a program of study 
between September 1, 2022, and August 31, 2024, are required 
to complete at least 50% of their program (or programs) of study 
in Canada.

• For the above group of students, up until August 31, 2024, 
time spent studying outside of Canada will be counted 
toward the overall length of the PGWP only if it constitutes 
less than 50% of the program.

*Any time a student spent studying outside of Canada after August 31, 
2024, and any time spent studying outside Canada before applying for a 
study permit, will be deducted from the length of the PGWP, regardless 
of when the student started or will start their program of study.*



HOW TO APPLY FOR A PGWP

• Apply online

• In Canada: apply within 90 
days after you receive your final grade 
AND have a valid study permit at the 
time of application

• Outside Canada, you can apply within 
180 days after you receive your final 
grade.

Refer to the IRCC website for full 
information

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/apply.html


WHAT DO YOU NEED TO MAKE AN 
APPLICATION

 Program completion letter  
 Official transcript or administrative transcript from DCS 

My Account
 Valid passport 

 Digital photo

 Credit or debit card to pay your fees online

Medical exam (if applicable)

 Biometrics (if applicable)
     

https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/srs/form/?id=373
https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/Account/Transcripts
https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/Account/Transcripts
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents.html
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/where-to-give-biometrics.asp


PGWP APPLICATION TIPS

• Apply for graduation in your final term

• Only request for a program completion letter and final 
transcript when your final grades are available on your 
DCS My Account.

• Only submit your PGWP application when you receive 
UVic documents (a program completion letter AND final 
transcript). 

• Consult Instruction Guide [IMM 5580] as needed.

• Read the questions carefully and answer them honestly.

https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/business-and-management/programs/student-resources/business-and-management-program-policies
https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/srs/form/?id=373
https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/srs/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=/Account
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/applications/guides/5580ETOC.asp


PGWP APPLICATION TIPS

• Online applications are saved in your account for up to 60 
days only. 

• Keep paper or electronic copies of your application form 
and supporting documents.

• Take screenshots at different stages.

• Monitor your application status online.

• Consult us before you submit the application if you have 
questions.

• Use IRCC Web Form to raise questions if needed.

https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/contacts/web-form.asp


YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT

Sign in to your IRCC secure account

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html


YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT



YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE CONTINUED



REVIEW YOUR ANSWERS



DOCUMENT CHECKLIST



IF BIOMETRICS REQUIRED



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQS)

• How early can I submit a PGWP application?
• How long does it take to process my application?

• Estimated processing times (subject to change)
• Can I work after my final exam and before my final grade is 

posted on the DCS My Account administrative transcript? 
(IRCC – working while studying / temporary policy 
change) 

• Can I work while my PGWP application is being processed?
 Check Working while we process your application on 

the IRCC website

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/index.asp
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#off-campus
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#off-campus
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/after-you-apply.html


FAQS CONTINUED…
• Can I travel outside of Canada while I have a PGWP 

application being processed in Canada?
• Do I need to have a job in order to keep the PGWP valid?
• Can I renew a PGWP?
• How can I prove to a potential employer that I am eligible 

to work while I await processing of my application? (IRCC)
• Can I apply to extend my family members’ status while I 

apply for a PGWP
• Spousal Open Work Permit eligibility 
• Changes to open work permit eligibility for family 

members of foreign workers

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/after-you-apply.html
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=1507&top=15
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/foreign-workers/public-policy-competitiveness-economy/c41-c46.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/work-canada/permit/temporary/open-work-permit-spouses-dependent-children.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/work-canada/permit/temporary/open-work-permit-spouses-dependent-children.html


FAQS CONTINUED…

• How long does it take to receive a program completion 
letter?

• How can I update my mailing address after submitting my 
PGWP application?
• Use IRCC Web Form

• Can I apply for PGWP while on maintained status?

• Can I apply for PGWP from outside of Canada?

• Is full-time status required for summer terms?

• Can I apply on my own?

https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/contacts/web-form.asp


FAQS CONTINUED…

• What if my study permit expires after applying for PGWP 
and before approval?

• If I don’t meet the PGWP eligibility requirements, what can 
I do?

• Can I study my 2 year diploma program faster than 2 years 
and still be eligible for a PGWP valid for up to 3 years?
• IRCC Accelerated studies 

• Will receiving Advanced Standing for courses affect the 
PGWP validity?
• IRCC Transfers between educational institutions 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/study-permits/post-graduation-work-permit-program.html#s30
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/study-permits/post-graduation-work-permit-program.html#s18


IRCC PGWP RESOURCES

• IRCC
 www.canada.ca/immigration
 Call Centre: +1 888 242 2100
 IRCC Web Form

• Determine your eligibility

• Instruction Guide [IMM 5580]

http://www.canada.ca/immigration
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/contacts/web-form.asp
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility.html
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/applications/guides/5580ETOC.asp


DCS CAREER RESOURCES

Students in the Certificate in Business Administration (CBA) 
and Diploma in Business Administration (DBA) programs may 
access Continuing Studies Career Services

Darcie Gabruck - cecareer@uvic.ca 

https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/business-and-management/programs/student-resources/career-services/
mailto:cecareer@uvic.ca


IMMIGRATION ADVISING

Division of Continuing Studies

Hours: 8:30am to 3:30pm (PT) during weekdays

Email: uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca

mailto:uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca
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